
Execution Legitimacy
Evaluating legitimacy at the moment execution occurs.
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Authority Does Not Guarantee Legitimacy

Authority permits execution.

Execution legitimacy determines 
whether that authority remained 
valid when consequence was created.
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EXECUTION CREATES A NEW GOVERNANCE QUESTION

Traditional Governance asks
Can this execute?

Runtime Governance asks
Should this execution still be occurring?

Execution changes the governance 
question.
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RUNTIME GOVERNANCE EVALUATES EXECUTION
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Runtime Governance evaluates 
execution across four dimensions:

• Authority remained valid.

• Delegation remained continuous.

• Context remained valid.

• Execution remained legitimate.



ACCOUNTABILITY REQUIRES EXECUTION VALIDATION

Distributed systems execute from many 
local authority states.

The enterprise experiences one 
consequence.
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Accountability requires validating execution, not merely authorizing it



Execution creates consequence once.

Accountability requires proving that authority remained 
legitimate when that consequence was created.

Traditional Governance authorizes execution.

Runtime Governance validates execution legitimacy.
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EXECUTION CREATES CONSEQUENCE ONCE



CONTINUING RESEARCH

• FW-001 Runtime Governance

• FW-004 Execution Legitimacy

Residual Risk Briefs
• RRB-046 Execution and Consequence

Supporting Figures
• FIG-001
• FIG-002
• FIG-004
• FIG-005
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GOVERNANCE LAW 047

AUTHORITY GRANTS PERMISSION.

LEGITIMACY VALIDATES EXECUTION.

Runtime Governance determines whether 
execution remained a legitimate exercise of delegated authority.
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